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Students come together to ‘Train like an Alpha’ ASB

working to
change
two-strike
policy

JONATHAN GIBSON

thedmnews@gmail.com

PHOTOS BY: ARIEL COBBERT

More than 500 students ﬁlled the Turner Center to watch four teams compete in ‘Train Like an Alpha,’ a competition where members of
Alpha Phi Alpha Inc. teach participants about their organization and work with them to prepare routines.
Each team showcased step routines and strolls, but only two teams made it to the ﬁnal round. Phrozen Precision won the crowd
and the judges with its intricate routines.
“It felt good to be a part of something bigger than myself, and to win as a team felt even better,” Tamera Staples said. Some audience
members even participated in some of the festivities during intermissions.
Jessie Gregory was a coach for the event and said it was a great experience. “I loved working with the girls,” Gregory said. “They were
extremely humble throughout these past weeks. Being a coach helped me with my patience and being even more considerate of others.”

Newly elected Associated
Student Body Judicial Chair
Will Nowell announced his
plans on Wednesday to propose a resolution in the fall
designed to repeal and replace the two-strike policy.
Nowell said he believes
the alcohol and drug penalty
should be replaced with one
that better reﬂects the ideals
of the university.
“We don’t make examples
of people,” Nowell said.
The two-strike policy places
minimum sanctions on students who commit alcoholand drug-related offenses
on campus, such as unlawful
possession of drugs or underage drinking in dorms.
The policy gives one strike
to students for their first offense, placing them on probation for two semesters. If
during this probationary period students commit another
offense, they are suspended
for a semester.
The problem, Nowell said,

SEE TWO-STRIKE PAGE 3

Being transgender in Oxford: Danica McOmber
LYNDY BERRYHILL

thedmnews@gmail.com

Danica McOmber, 32, realized she was transgender
when she was 11 years old.
Throughout her teenage
years, she would explore a
new world of girls’ clothes
and makeup. She kept it
from her parents, her brother and her friends. She was
not ready to tell them.
It was not until she moved
to Oxford that she found a
home where she could transition.
Known as “the singing
guy,” Danica went to class,
sat in the Grove and hung

out in Oxford as a man. She
developed a reputation for
belting out Stevie Wonder
and The Temptations.
Danica said she never expected to become a local social media star, but it gave
her more confidence in herself.
“I am not the ‘dip my toe
into the water’ type person. I am ‘dive into the
water head-first’ person,”
Danica said. “I would say
I broke more norms than
stereotypes (before I transitioned).”
She became a staple of the
Ole Miss’ Snapchat story.
She had people tell her she
inspired them to be themselves. It gave her courage,

then she realized she could
help others by being herself.
After 20 years of keeping
her identity secret among
close friends and family,
she realized it was not just
about her.
“It’s not just about my
happiness. It’s how I make
other people feel,” Danica
said. “I could be happy with
who I am, but I know a lot of
people have a harder time
trying to be themselves and
to be happy with who they
are, because they fear what
others think.”
In June, Danica announced she was transgender on Facebook. In

SEE MCOMBER PAGE 3 Danica McOmber

PHOTO BY: XINTYI SONG

OPINION

PAGE 2 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 30 MARCH 2017

M

c

COLUMN

Trump’s travel bans will not protect the United States

MIKALA TURNER

thedmopinion@gmail.com

“Terrorism” could quite
possibly be the most terrifying
word to an American.
Especially at this point in
time, when we are constantly
confronted by the ultimate
possibility of a terrorist attack
in any place in the nation,
not just major cities and

landmarks.
Ever since the 9/11 attacks,
the
Boston
Marathon
bombings and the Pulse
nightclub
shootings
in
Orlando, Florida, Americans
have feared another massive
terrorist attack in our nation.
But this time, we were not
the ones affected by an act of
horrific violence.
Last Wednesday, 52-yearold Khalid Masood drove his
vehicle over a crowd of people
on the Westminster Bridge
and into the gates outside
the Houses of Parliament in
London. After mowing down
almost 50 people on the
bridge, Masood proceeded
to attempt to infiltrate the
compound armed with two
blades.
After fatally stabbing a
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police officer, Masood was
shot by police and taken into
custody. Among those who
were victimized by Masood
were citizens of 10 nations
were either injured or killed
because of the attacks.
Per The New York Times,
around 29 people were
hospitalized after the attack.
This type of tragedy truly
brings the fear of terrorism
to a peak, and nations around
the globe are left wondering
if they are next in the line of
violence.
It also makes people wonder
what would they do if they
were hit with terrorist attack.
As for the U.S.’s preparedness,
President
Trump
seems
to think he already has an
effective “plan” in place.
In response to the attacks,

thedmcopy@gmail.com

sending immigrants back into
the domains of radical Islams
and giving terrorists even
more ammunition and power
against us.
Building
a
legally
impenetrable fort is never
going to help us against this
very real, physical threat.
In the long run, we must
decide if we are going to live
by the words of British Prime
Minister Theresa May: “We
are not afraid, and our resolve
will never waver in the face of
terrorism.”
Or are we going to hide
behind a piece of paper with
no real power or protection
for us?
Mikala Turner is a
sophomore social work
major from Bruce.
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the Trump Administration
used the event to continue to
persuade American people
that Trump’s recent travel ban
to prohibit immigration from
six major Arabic nations is
going to protect citizens from
terrorism on the home front.
But is separating ourselves
from the problem really going
to protect us? Definitely not.
If terrorists are determined
to do harm to us, they will find
a way to do so regardless of any
order Trump puts into place.
Banning innocent refugees
who have done nothing wrong
and are simply looking for the
freedom and liberty America
offers is not going to help
protect us.
If anything, this travel ban is
hurting us now more than ever
because we are continually
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through Friday during the academic year, on
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Media and Daily Mississippian days when classes are scheduled.
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authenticity. Letters from students should
include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and
the college, school or department where the
person is employed.
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continued from page 1
October, she began the
transitioning process. Danica began growing her hair
longer and taking hormone
replacement therapy. She
went from 350 Facebook
friends to more than 3,000.
“I’m still learning to be a
woman,” Danica said.
Danica’s brown hair has
changed to blond. Her nails
are painted, and she wears
lipstick and mascara.
Her sportive, yet feminine, clothing falls around
her newfound curves. She
began losing her masculine
muscle mass and developed larger breasts several
months into the therapy.
She discovered she loves
wearing heels, even though
they make her close to 6 feet
6 inches tall.
“I am more of a material
girl than my wife,” Danica
said, laughing.
Danica’s wife, Ladene,
moved to Mississippi with
her then-husband. She met
Danica while in community
college. Shortly after Ladene and her husband separated, she and Danica met
at a Mexican restaurant for
their first date.
Even before Danica transitioned, she told Ladene
she was transgender. Danica breathed a sigh of relief
when Ladene was completely accepting. They have been
married since August but
have been together for more
than two years.
Ladene grows tired of
people asking how she
could still be happy with her
spouse.
“Occasionally I get offended,” she said. “On more
than one occasion, someone
has implied that because of
Danica’s transitioning that
I would be clearly unhappy
just because of that.”
Ladene said she finds it
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sexist that people assume
only a “real man” would be
able to make her happy.
“I was with a guy who felt
he needed to prove his manliness in every way possible,” Ladene said. “At this
point in my life, I am kind of
over that.”
Danica and Ladene, despite having normal challenges in addition to dealing with stereotypes, have a
strong marital bond.
“I would much rather be
with somebody who is completely and totally comfortable in themselves and in
their own skin, and Danica
is that,” Ladene said.
Another challenge with
transitioning has been how
people view her relationship
with her stepson, Tobi.
Tobi calls Danica “Mom”
and Ladene “Mommy.” To
them, it was more important to have two parents who
work with each other to
raise the child.
“He has taken very well to
it,” Ladene said. “He doesn’t
seem to think it is weird at
all.”
Danica works on her desktop computer at home. Ladene works late at her job
some weeknights. But they
both sit on their futon and
talk after a long day.
Ladene said every now
and then she does worry
Tobi lacks a strong male influence in his life.
“We’re trying the best that
we can,” Ladene said. “I
think that’s what you should
do as a parent, and that’s all
you really can do.”

$

TWO-STRIKE

continued from page 1
is the minimum sanctions do
not take into account the specifics of each case, and often
a lesser offense, like possessing alcohol in a dorm room,
is given punishment equal to
a much larger offense, like a
DUI.
“I think that the two-strike
policy was created at a time
with a lot of emotional tension involved,” Nowell said.
“With the passing of Officer
Langley, the school had to do
something that they thought
would address the problem.”
University Police Officer
Robert Langley was killed in
October 2006 by a student
during a traffic stop. The student, under the inﬂuence of
drugs and alcohol, dragged
Langley 200 yards with his
car before ﬂeeing the scene.
The
two-strike
policy
change was one of the central
points from Nowell’s campaign for judicial chair earlier
this semester.
Nowell said he feels the
policy, which was created in
2006, no longer reﬂects the
ideals of “restorative justice”
practiced by both the judicial
board and the Office of Conﬂict Resolution and Student
Conduct.
Nowell said restorative justice focuses on not only fixing
whatever damage or harm a
student may have done but
also giving appropriate punishments that have the end
goal of allowing students to
return and complete their ed-
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ucation, if possible.
Mississippi State University has similarly strict rules
regarding alcohol and drug
abuse on and off campus, but
sanctions are “not predetermined, accommodating the
individual circumstances of
a given case,” according to its
student policies webpage.
Nowell said his plan begins with getting a resolution
onto the ASB Senate ﬂoor
at least by the fall. His main
requirements for the new
policy focus on removing the
minimum punishments for
alcohol- and drug-related offenses.
After the resolution passes
through the Senate, he said,
a conversation can be started
between ASB and the university administration to modify
the current policy.
“I would like to give the
university a semester or two
window where they can form
a council, like they did the
first time the policy was created, so they can create a new
policy they feel comfortable
with but at the same time
directly satisfies the resolution’s requirements,” Nowell
said.
Director of Conﬂict Resolution and Student Conduct

Tracy Murry said he already
has plans to assemble a committee to discuss the current
alcohol and drug policies of
the university, separate from
what the ASB is proposing.
“What we’re looking at doing is not necessarily going
in there with a mindset of
changing it, but going to look
at it and review it and see if
it’s working or not working, if
it needs tweaking, and make
those proposals or suggestions,” Murry said.
Murry said he supports the
student government using its
voice to try to help with the
process of reviewing and suggesting changes.
He plans to review data on
university alcohol and drug
offenses through the rest of
the semester and into the fall
to see what changes would
best benefit the students.
“I want to make sure we’re
looking at it from a bigger
point of view and seeing how
is it effective for the community and for the students,
both on campus and off campus,” Murry said. “A lot of
things have changed in 10
years. I think it’s really time
to start having this conversation.”
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Feel Better Faster
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The University of Mississippi

Geology & Geological Engineering Seminar Series
Medical Geology

How the Natural Environment
Gets Away with Murder!
Every day we eat, drink, and breathe minerals and trace elements. Most of the
time, consumption, directly or indirectly, of these natural materials is harmless,
perhaps even beneficial, supplying us with some essential nutrients. However,
the interaction with the minerals and trace elements can have devastating,
even fatal effects too. Examples that will be discussed include:
• A Montana town that has been devastated by trace quantities of asbestos.
• A deadly fungus that may impact people in west Texas.
• Natural groundwater that has contributed to the death of more than
100,000 in the Balkans and a similar situation may exist in east Texas.
There are opportunities for geoscientists to work with clinicians and public
health researchers to mitigate these and other environmental health problems.

Dr. Robert B. Finkelman

Department of Geosciences, University of Texas at Dallas

Dr. Finkelman played a critical role in the reemergence of Medical Geology. He co-authored
“Essentials of Medical Geology: Impacts of the Natural Environment on Public Health”,
the most popular book in this field. He was a pioneer in forming the International Medical
Geology Association (IMGA) and served as a leader since its inception. Dr. Finkelman is a
highly respected mentor in the field of medical geology.

Friday, March 31 • 12–1 pm
Bryant Hall, Room 209

RSVP to Inoka Widanagamage at ihwidana@olemiss.edu
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VICE explores the end of collegiate amateurism
MCKENNA WIERMAN

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

COURTESY: HBO

VICE correspondent Gianna Toboni with running back Peyton Barber.
day’s episode of VICE will explore the “explosive revenue
growth” college athletics has
experienced in the past 30
years, “fueled by media contracts and corporate sponsors,” and how “in order to
enter this system, the NCAA
requires players to forgo
profits, and instead offers
them scholarships and access
to state-of-the-art facilities.”
However, as college sports
have grown to become a
multi-billion dollar industry,
a case has now been brought

33774

33776

before the U.S. federal court
asking whether or not it is
fair to prohibit athletes from
receiving payment. The story
is investigated by VICE journalist Gianna Toboni as she
meets with athletes, athletic
directors, coaches and sports
marketing experts to uncover
the role of money in the lives
of collegiate athletes.
Toboni interviews a wide
range of individuals deeply invested within college
athletics, including Kirby
Hocutt, Texas Tech University athletic director, Michigan
State University basketball
coach Tom Izzo and several
high school and college student athletes.
The episode does a good job
of presenting both sides of
the story, but in its VICE way,
it does leave viewers favoring
the athletes over the universities for which they play. But
then again, is it easy to take

the side of a multi-billion
dollar generating institution
or young athletes desperate
to try and make it to the pros
so they can help bring their
families out of poverty?
What VICE does with this
episode is what VICE always
does: It delves deep into a
heated and sensitive issue
and ultimately pulls viewers
in the direction of the little guy. What’s important to
remember, though, is that
in this case, it does have a
point. It’s just not perfectly
explored.
The episode takes care to
describe how some athletes,
like high school basketball
player David Beatty, receive
from sponsors an abundance of expensive sports
equipment like shoes and
clothes that they don’t always need or use and that
ultimately end up piling up
in their rooms. Meanwhile,

33775

Ole Miss athletics is more
than just sports. It’s more
than days at the Grove or
packing into Vaught-Hemingway on a blazing summer
afternoon to watch the Rebs
play. It’s more than jamming
into The Pavilion to watch
the basketball team or toting coolers and sun chairs to
left field to watch baseball at
Swayze.
It’s student-athletes waking up at dawn for early
morning workouts and heading home after dark after another long day of training.
It’s student-athletes finding
time to balance academics, athletics and social life
and still putting in work to
play in front of hundreds to
thousands of fans game after
game.
Yet we don’t always recognize the players beneath the
jerseys when it comes to our
sports.
In its upcoming special,
premiering this Friday on
HBO, notorious hard-hitting
investigative news organization VICE will take a look
at the debate over whether
student-athletes should be
allowed to profit from their
athletic abilities during their
colligate careers.
The story’s premier comes
at an interesting time, with
the final NCAA championship basketball game just
next Monday and the NFL
Draft about to be underway
April 27.
According to HBO, Fri-

their families could be struggling financially, but selling
any of the expensive and
free merchandise they have
been given could potentially ruin their chances of getting a college scholarship or
ever making it to the pros.
So they have no choice but
to sit among piles of barely
worn shoes while their families struggle to make ends
meet and pray they are good
enough to be drafted to a professional team.
Sure, athletes are given access to virtually free educations, top-of-the-line athletic facilities and equipment,
travel expenses and medical
benefits, all the while the universities they play for rake in
millions, essentially by using
the bodies and athletic abilities of young men and women who can’t so much as sell
an old pair of shoes. Yes, as
stated by Mark Hollis, Michigan State athletic director,
student-athletes are given
every opportunity academically, athletically and socially
to be successful. But at the
end of the day, it’s up to the
athlete to earn the degree
and take advantage of those
opportunities.
Really, what this issue boils
down to is whether or not it
is ethical for colleges to turn
such a large profit on their
student athletes while those
students never see a dime.
It’s a tough and touchy issue,
but one we, as a community,
should take a good, hard look
at, considering the way we
value our athletes here at Ole
Miss.
Check out this episode of
VICE on HBO at 6:30 p.m.
this Friday.

LIFESTYLES
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Oxford Flea features 30 vendors for its second year
JORDAN DOLLENGER

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

The Oxford Flea, created
and organized by Liz Foster
and her husband Benjy, will
return for a second year this
Saturday and will feature
an extensive mix of arts/
crafts, collectibles, vintage
and more from 30 different
vendors.
The outdoor flea market
is modeled heavily after the
Brooklyn Flea, New York
City’s coolest market for
antiques, fashion and food,
featuring hundreds of top
vendors and ranked one of
the best markets in the U.S.
and the world.
“I was absolutely inspired
by the Brooklyn Flea,” Foster said. “That’s where I got
our name. The goal was always to be able to sustain
something on a more regular
basis like the Brooklyn Flea,
Obut you have to also pay attention to your demographics and what your vendors
and customers ultimately
want in the end.”
The Oxford Flea started
in 2015 as a monthly event
to showcase the best DIY
vendors in town but soon
switched to a yearly spring
event. Foster said the change
came because Oxford slows
down when school is out of
session.
Foster said the most rewarding part of putting together this event is being
able to bring a new outdoor
event to Oxford that gives
artisans and business owners a different place to sell
their wares. Most of the ven-

dors are local residents, but
more out-of-town vendors
are getting involved this
year than before.
“There are a surprisingly
large number of out-of-town
vendors that enjoy bringing
their items to show in Oxford,” Foster said. “It gives
them a chance to meet new
people and gain new customers they wouldn’t normally have access to otherwise.”
As for customers, Foster said she has met people
from as far as Tupelo and
Southaven who have heard
about the Oxford Flea event.
Sophomore
integrated
marketing communications
major Brooke Bonura attended the Oxford Flea last
year and said she is looking
forward to returning again
this weekend.
“I’m from New Orleans, so
I’ve grown up around great
art and appreciate it when I
see it,” Bonura said. “I love
going to the Oxford Flea and
seeing what different people have to offer. I always
find something unique that I
can take back home with me
when school is over that my
family will love, too.”
This year, there will be no
shortage of vendors.
“I’m excited about all our
vendors, but there are a
couple who seem to have attracted more attention when
we post about them on the
Oxford Flea Facebook page,”
Foster said. “Those have
been the custom-made egg
rolls from Lisa Blackmon at
On a Roll, handmade outdoor furniture from longtime vendors Stan and Pam

COURTESY: JORDAN DOLLENGER

Liz and Benjy Foster
Pernell and vintage children’s items from Amanda
Woods.”
Another highly anticipated vendor at the market this
year is home decor business
Lucky 4 Decor, of Hernando,
represented by Kelly Reber.
“We emphasize a real rustic theme – boot racks, paper towel holders, crosses
all made out of horseshoes,
among other items,” Reber
said.
Foster and her husband
will also have their own
booth at the event selling
items they’ve collected year-

round, ranging from antiques and vintage items to
collectibles and toys.
“There’s truly something
for everyone, young or old,”
Foster said.
In the final days leading
up to the event, Foster has
found herself running advertising, creating/posting
flyers, writing press releases, fielding phone calls, creating maps and following up
with vendors.
“The list goes on and on,”
Foster said. “It’s a lot of
work, but we do what it takes
to pull off a smooth event.”

This year’s Oxford Flea
will take place from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday at the Old
Armory Pavilion on University Ave., rain or shine. Vendors have individual spaces
rented under the pavilion or
tents set up on the neighboring lawn.
Admission and parking is
free for shoppers. There will
be a variety of food available
as well.
This article was
submitted to The Daily
Mississippian from an
advanced reporting class.
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World Cup hopes improve for US men’s national team
DYLAN BRISTER

thedmsports@gmail.com

After a pair of frustrating
defeats to open World Cup
qualification, the United
States men’s soccer team
may have finally found
some inspiration.
A tough loss earlier this
year to international rival
Mexico and an embarrassing 4-0 defeat to Costa Rica
saw Jurgen Klinsmann get
released from his position
as head coach. Yet the controversial rehiring of former
head coach Bruce Arena, as
well as Clint Dempsey’s return from injury, revitalized
a United States team which
beat Honduras 6-0 last Friday.
Dempsey netted a hat
trick against Los Catrachos, an impressive feat
considering that just a few
months ago, his career al-

most ground to a halt due to
heart issues. Adding to the
impressive display, 18-yearold Borussia Dortmund
standout Christian Pulisic
impressed many with his
skill and vision. The young
man on track to perhaps
one day surpass Dempsey
and Donovan netted a goal
and recorded three assists
en route to demolishing a
lackluster Honduran team.
On the following Tuesday, the United States
took a brief step backward
with a 1-1 away tie against
Panama. There were positive takeaways, though,
even if Arena and his men
didn’t walk away with three
points. First and foremost,
Dempsey scored another
goal and continued to prove
his importance to the team.
Pulisic showed he can keep
up with the physical demands of international play
by not letting himself get
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-- Crown
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Sudoku #8
7 8 4 6
1 9 5 2
6 2 3 4
5 7 8 1
3 4 2 7
9 6 1 3
4 1 7 9
8 3 6 5
5 9 8

8 6

Insane Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2

Puzzles by KrazyDad
2

Sudoku #5

SUDOKU©

5 9
3 8
4 5
2 3
6 7
8 6
9 2
7 1

5 9 1 3 8 6 4
8 6 7 5 2 4 3
4 2 3 7 9 1 6
1 5 6 8 7 3 2
9 7 8 6 4 2 5
3 4 2 9 1 5 7
7 1 5 2 6 8 9
6 8 9 4 3 7 1
4 1 5 9 8
2

3

6

9
5
4
1
8
3
2
7

7

4
5
6

8
9
3
1
2

33636

662.236.3030
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apply in person at the store 1603 W. Jackson Ave

OPEN LATE

mier League next season.
Emerson Hyndman is tearing up the Scottish Premier
League with fellow American center midfielder Perry Kitchen. Several American youngsters have also
made their way to various
academies and youth teams
across Europe, including
Manchester United and the
world-famous
Barcelona
youth academy La Masia.
This infusion of youth, in
combination with a resurgence of established veterans, should give Americans
quite a bit of excitement for
the national team for the
foreseeable future.

Sudoku #7
6 5 3 9 8 7
8 2 4 3 1 6
7 9 1 5 2 4
2 3
9 1
1 6
4 5
3 8
9 4
3 7
5 2
4 1
7 3
6 9

(after 90 days of good performance)

WWW.DOMINOS.COM

With the future in mind, it
is also promising that more
and more young American
players are getting game
time in quality leagues
across Europe. As noted,
Pulisic has played regular
Bundesliga and Champions
League soccer for Borussia Dortmund. Center back
John Brooks is a first-choice
player for German side Hertha BSC and is still on the
front end of his career at 24
years old. Strikers Bobby
Wood and Julian Green are
also relatively young Americans playing and scoring in
Germany.
DeAndre Yedlin, a full
back for Newcastle United,
is shining for an English
club that looks likely to reclaim its place in the Pre-

bullied by larger players.
And the team as a whole,
despite being outplayed in
most categories by the Panamanians,
demonstrated
enough resilience to capture a point.
With six games left to
play, two wins would put
the United States squarely back in contention to
qualify for the World Cup.
Next up on the schedule is
Trinidad and Tobago, one
of the weaker sides participating in the competition.
A win against T&T could
potentially give the Americans enough momentum to
tackle group leader Mexico.
It’s too early to tell, but a
coaching change may have
been just what the doctor
ordered.

7 6
8 7
5 2
9 1
6 8
2 4

50

ORDER ONLINE

8

LATE NIGHTS PREFERRED
Part-Time/Full-Time
SIGNING BONUS
$

COURTESY: WWW.USSOCCER.COM
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New OC Phil Longo’s system starting to take shape
SAM HARRES

thedmsports@gmail.com

If there’s one aspect of the
Ole Miss offense that head
coach Hugh Freeze and newly
acquired offensive coordinator
Phil Longo won’t have to worry
about this spring, it’s the receivers. The Rebels led the SEC in
receiving last season with 3,779
yards from 289 catches. In fact,
the Rebels, during 2016 alone,
completed 40 more passes than
any other team in the SEC. It’s
fair to say Ole Miss has been,
and probably will be for the foreseeable future, a pass team.
With Evan Engram and Damore’ea Stringfellow off to the
NFL and a new offensive system currently being “installed,”
as Longo prefers to call it, it’s
fair to question whom rising
sophomore quarterback Shea
Patterson will throw to next season. Two players, Van Jefferson
and Markell Pack, seem to have
caught Freeze’s eye.
Jefferson, a sophomore wide
receiver from Brentwood, Tennessee, caught 49 passes for 543
yards in 2016, good enough for
17th in the SEC for receiving
yards.
“I think he’s becoming a nice
leader in that room,” Freeze said.
“He and Markell (Pack) both
have had really sound springs.”
Pack, a senior receiver from
Purvis, played a smaller role as
a backup in 2016, pulling down
just 11 catches for 157 yards.
Pack certainly does not lack
athleticism, but his work ethic
and personality traits have been
called into question. Freeze’s
post-practice comments on
Tuesday, however, not only indi-

CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
business day in advance. The Daily
Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
No refunds on classified ads once
published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds
section, visit: http://www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds.

cate a larger role for Pack in 2017
but also a better attitude.
“Markell really seems like
kind of a new kid,” Freeze said.
As with any coaching change,
strong, cohesive leadership from
the team’s veterans will make a
world of difference during Longo’s transition. Longo has gone
on record as saying he wants to
keep the offense simple but fast,
a system that, to be effective, necessitates an outstanding quarterback with vision and composure.
Longo, whose pass-heavy
Sam Houston State University
offense led the NCAA in total
offense last season, came to Oxford knowing he’d have access
to one of the top pro-style passers in the nation. According to
Freeze, Longo and Shea Patterson’s relationship is developing
nicely.
“There is no doubt Shea fits in
the offense we’ve been running.”
Freeze said. “And obviously, Phil
is the same, so it should be a
good match.”
That’s good news for Ole Miss
football fans worried about
quarterback Chad Kelly’s departure from Oxford. Kelly threw 19
touchdowns in nine games last
season with five more coming
off the run. Those are big shoes
to fill, especially considering Kelly’s penchant for making plays
out of seemingly nothing.
Patterson, on the other
hand, is no slacker, either. The
then-true freshman quarterback played in three games last
year after Kelly suffered a season-ending knee injury against
Georgia Southern. His redshirt
was pulled just days before Patterson’s college debut in College

PHOTO BY: TAYLAR TEEL

Defensive backs A.J. Moore and Jarrion Street attempt to tackle wide receiver Van Jefferson during Tuesday’s practice
Station, Texas. An intimidating
environment for even the most
seasoned veterans, Patterson
looked the part as he threw for
338 yards and two touchdowns
en route to Ole Miss’ 29-28 victory over Texas A&M.

COMMERCIAL REALTY

HOUSE FOR RENT

TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bedroom 1 bath w/study. 2950 S.
Lamar. Single occupancy only. $510
month with valid Ole Miss student ID
(662)832-0117

3 BEDROOM 3 BATH. ALL APPLIANCES INCLUDED. $900.00
DEPOSIT/$900.00 MO. COLLEGE
HILL AREA. (662)473-2885 (662)4732114

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000
TWO BDRM, TWO BATH at The
Mark. Includes major appliances,
water, internet, and TV cable. $950/
month. Available 8/1/2017. (662)4566226

advertising
DESIGNER

NEEDED
Student Media Center

• REQUIRED: knowledge of and experience in InDesign
and Photoshop. Illustrator a plus.
• An understanding of the fundamentals of graphic design
and what constitutes good AD design
• Ability to quickly produce effective and attractive
advertising materials following instructions from staff

CONDO FOR RENT

NEWLY BUILT 4 BR/4.5 BATH townhouse located at West End. Washer/
Dryer and all appliances included.
Available immediately. $2,000/month.
Call or text (662)801-5553

WEEKEND RENTAL

WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends or any time. Locally owned and
operated, BBB accredited (662)8016692 www.oxfordtownhouse.com

Shifts available for the
2017-2018 school year
Work Hours:
Monday-Friday
between 10am-4pm
• Attention to detail, high degree of
creativity, strong verbal skills and ability
to work independently at times
• All SMC student employees must have
a minimum 2.0 GPA and be in good
standing academically
CS-SY20173x3

FOR APPLICATION or MORE INFORMATION

email: danovak@olemiss.edu • call: 662.915.5503 • online: www.thedmonline.com/apply/

33777

SPORTS

PAGE 8 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 30 MARCH 2017

Rolison ready for first SEC start against MSU
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Mike Bianco stood with his
arms crossed over his chest
behind one of the two pitching
mounds in the Ole Miss bullpen
in the left field corner of Swayze
Field and watched freshman
left-hander Ryan Rolison toss
pitch after pitch under a clear
and sunny sky Wednesday afternoon. It was Rolison’s final
tuneup before he makes his first
SEC start Saturday against Mississippi State in the series finale.
“It went pretty good,” Bianco
said of his freshman pitcher.
“He’s ready to go.”
Bianco announced earlier
this week that Rolison would
be inserted into the weekend
rotation after right-handers
Brady Feigl, Will Ethridge and
Greer Holston tried their hand
in the No. 3 slot in the rotation.
Bianco hopes Rolison will bring
stability to the back end of Ole
Miss’ pitching staff and allow
guys in the bullpen to develop
some consistent roles.
“I think that is part of it,” Bianco said. “So much has been
made about the offense, but one
of the things that concerns me
is that I think the sooner that
we can sew up, so to speak, the
stronger our staff will be. Can
we get to a rotation that we are
going to use for a few weeks and
develop some roles in the bullpen. What has happened the

last few weeks is that one of the
guys that is going to be in the
bullpen or the guy going to be a
starter – we have ﬂipped them
– so you lose both of those guys
for that Tuesday start. Plus, you
have a short week where you’re
playing on that Thursday.”
This is Rolison’s first SEC
start, but he’s already started a
couple of times this year against
Georgia State and Nichols State.
He didn’t allow a run in either
game and totaled 11 shutout innings in the two starts. Rolison
also has nine relief appearances
and boasts a 1.80 ERA in 20 innings of work on the season.
He said he relishes this opportunity, especially with it being Ole Miss’ in-state rival.
“I would say there are a little bit more jitters because it’s
Mississippi State and it is going
to be an electric atmosphere,”
Rolison said. “But nothing is
going to change with me. I am
going to stay within myself and
just try to fill up the zone as
much as I can.”
The Southeastern Conference
is the most competitive college
baseball league in the country. More often than not, game
three decides a weekend series
in a conference where the margin of error is so slim. Rolison is
eager to be able to try to swing
series in the Rebels’ favor and
give this club a lift as it dives
into the heart of SEC play.
“It would be nice to be that
turning guy with a 1-1 series,”

Rolison said. “But hopefully we
can go 2-0 on them and try to
get the sweep.”
Rolison was working on his
curveball in his bullpen session
Wednesday and has used that
pitch to get ahead of hitters as
he’s adjusted to how good SEC
hitters are.
“I felt good. I was working on
some things with my curveball
so I can get ahead with batters
this weekend,” Rolison said.
He’s used that electric fastball to strike out 26 hitters this
season and is still developing
a change-up as a third pitch.
Rolison said he’s gotten help
from veteran David Parkinson
on his change-up grip, moving
his pinky finger higher up on
the baseball to allow for more
movement and control.
“The change-up has come
a long way. David Parkinson has helped me with my
grip and just trusting it
and not trying to make
it too perfect and throw
it for strikes. That will be
a big factor for me,” Rolison said. “My pinky was down
on the ball more, and it forced
me to cut it a little bit more than
I wanted to, so we moved it
up more to kind of stay on top
of the ball to get that arm side
movement that I wanted.”
Rolison’s move to the pen has
put Feigl in a familiar role. He
and Andy Pagnozzi were effective last season as freshmen
in middle relief. Both of

the right-handers ate up a lot of
innings when the starting pitching faltered and blazed a path to
the later innings of the game.
“I call them out-eaters,” Bianco said. “Guys that bridge that
gap to the Stokes and the Woolfolks. Last year, Pags was a guy
like that. (Connor) Green was a
guy like that. This year, we have
been kind of searching. There
have been times where those
guys have pitched
really well.”

Bianco wants consistency out
of Rolison and to avoid the revolving door that’s been in motion at the end of the rotation,
something Bianco dealt with
the last two seasons. If Rolison
is good, it will give this team
that consistency it desires, as
well as more ﬂexibility in the
bullpen.
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